
HOMEFRONT: FORT WORTH

Fort Worth was an attractive location for the 
Army’s military camp for a number of reasons: 
foremost was the thriving industry still enjoyed 
today, which was made possible by the 
availability of transportation via the railroad, 
plentiful fuel from Texas oil, and water from 
Lake Worth. Fort Worth was uniquely positioned 
regarding food supply as well, with its stockyards 
and associated meat-packing plants, multiple 
cold-storage facilities for produce, and mills and 
granaries. Finally, Fort Worth also had numerous 
manufacturing fi rms.

Fort Worth businesses were eager to see the 
soldiers from Camp Bowie, as demonstrated by 
numerous advertisements in local newspapers. 
Simultaneously, however, Fort Worth’s industries 
and civil services lost many employees to the 
war effort.

A) Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 
August 5, 1917, p. 25

B) Washer Bros., Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram, September 16, 
1917, p. 14

C) “A city surveyor requests a 
leave of absence while he is at 
Offi cer’s training camp.” Fort 
Worth Library Archives, City of 
Fort Worth Records

D) The Spirit of War Camp 
Community Service, United 
War Work Campaign/Heywood 
Strasser & Voigt Litho. 
Co., N.Y., 1918. Library of 
Congress
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THE GERMAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

German Americans in Fort Worth had a variety 
of experiences during the Great War. Because 
the United States was fi ghting against Germany, 
some German Americans were regarded with 
suspicion, while others carried on in their 
normal manner. A history of Saint Paul Lutheran 
Church reveals that although the church had 
offered services in both English and German 
languages since 1897, during the war years the 
congregation felt pressure to only use English.

Margarete Sargent, German-born professor of 
Modern Languages at TCU, also volunteered with 
the war effort to provide many services. She 
offered French language instruction to soldiers 
at Camp Bowie, participated in food conservation 
education, knitted for the Red Cross, and hosted 
soldiers in her home. Despite this, Sargent 
was later accused of being a German spy and 
of being “interned” under the enemy alien act. 
In reality, she had moved to attend Columbia 
University, where she was working on a master’s 
degree in philosophy. Rumors followed Sargent 
to New York City, so she wrote a letter-to-the-
editor of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram laying 
out the facts and stating, “my patriotism is not 
spelled paytriotism.”

In contrast, German American composer, 
conductor, and violinist Carl Venth appears to 
have navigated the troubled years of the Great 
War unscathed. Like Sargent, Venth was a 
German-born professor. He came to teach at 
Fort Worth’s Texas Woman’s College (now Texas 
Wesleyan College) in 1914, and in March of 1918 
Venth was appointed by the Commission on 
Training Camp Activities to lead the Army’s 36th 
Division Band.

A) St. Paul Lutheran Church, where the congregation 
was intimidated into ceasing German language 
services, undated. Courtesy of the Fort Worth Library 
Genealogy, Local History and Archives Unit, St. Paul 
Lutheran Church Records

B) Margarete Sargent, educator who was slandered 
due to German heritage, The Horned Frog, Texas 
Christian University, 1913, p. 37 

C) Carl Venth, conductor of the 36th Division Band, 
undated. Courtesy of the Fort Worth Library 
Genealogy, Local History and Archives Unit, Historic 
Photograph Collection
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HELL’S HALF ACRE

The area once known as Hell’s Half Acre became notorious 
for its saloons and prostitution in the 1870s and 1880s. 
A continual problem for Fort Worth, it was also seen as a 
solution. In 1915, former Texas State Comptroller W. P. 
Lane stated that “there were 131 liquor dives in Fort Worth, 
and that’s enough. If we are going to have them at all, 
let’s have them down on Main and Houston and Commerce 
streets, where they will be under the constant surveillance 
of the splendid police force of this city.”

Two years later, the area almost caused Fort Worth to lose Camp Bowie. Federal law 
prohibited sales of intoxicating liquors to soldiers, or within fi ve miles of a military 
camp. On July 27, 1917, the Fort Worth Star-Telegram reported in a front-page story 
that “Military police will begin to patrol Fort Worth streets for the fi rst time.” The 
military police were to have jurisdiction over soldiers only, and would “assist the police 
in checking vices which may crop out and in making arrests in bootlegging cases.” 
Saloons were prohibited from selling alcohol to men in uniform, and soldiers were 
required to wear their uniforms.

A) Fort Worth Star-Telegram, October 26, 1917, p. 10

B) Fort Worth Star-Telegram, November 22, 1917, p. 1

C) Fort Worth Star-Telegram, September 9, 1917, p. 12

D) Fort Worth Star-Telegram, March 16, 1915, p. 2

E) Title: Liquor stores. Bar with liquor bottles 
II - Creator: Horydczak, Theodor. Undated. 
Library of Congress
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WOMEN AS WARRIORS AT HOME

Women in Fort Worth made signifi cant contributions 
to the war effort. A local woman writing to the 
editor of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram stated, 
“Slackers and fl appers of whatever order should 
be branded.” Organization came easily to Fort 
Worth’s robust network of women’s clubs, such as 
the Daughters of the American Revolution and the 
YWCA. Like women across the country, they sold 
war bonds to fund the military and volunteered 
with the Red Cross to provide hospital supplies. 
Due to the Army’s selection of Fort Worth for the 
location of Camp Bowie, local women provided 
entertainment and social interaction for the soldiers 
and hosted visiting family members.

Fort Worth women also helped feed a hungry 
nation and its soldiers. Women were encouraged 
to raise whatever crops they had space for. Classes 
were held to train women on how to preserve food 
by canning it, and how to eliminate wasted food 
due to improper preparation or storage. The Red 
Cross held a class in dietetics to train “‘Kitchen 
chemists’” so that “every little calorie was right in 
its proper place according to the law of science.” 
Because wheat was vital to the war effort, women 
were taught how to augment wheat fl our with 
alternatives such as cotton seed or peanut fl ours in 
their household baking.

A) Mina Van Winkle, head of the Lecture Bureau of the US Food Administration, explains Victory 
gardening and food processing to support the war effort. Date Created/Published: between 
1917 and 1918. LOT 12358-16. Library of Congress

B) The fruits of victory / Leonebel Jacobs, F.M. Lupton, Publisher, Inc., c1918 POS - US .J33, no. 
1. Library of Congress

C) You can help – American Red Cross Creator(s): Benda, Wladyslaw T. Date Created/Published: 
1918. Library of Congress
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