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German Americans in Fort Worth had a variety
of experiences during the Great War. Because
the United States was fighting against Germany,
some German Americans were regarded with
suspicion, while others carried on in their
normal manner. A history of Saint Paul Lutheran
Church reveals that although the church had
offered services in both English and German
languages since 1897, during the war years the
congregation felt pressure to only use English.

Margarete Sargent, German-born professor of

Modern Languages at TCU, also volunteered with

the war effort to provide many services. She

offered French language instruction to soldiers

at Camp Bowie, participated in food conservation

education, knitted for the Red Cross, and hosted

soldiers in her home. Despite this, Sargent

was later accused of being a German spy and .
of being “interned” under the enemy alien act. e
In reality, she had moved to attend Columbia services, undated. Courtesy of the Fort Worth Library
University, where she was working on a master’s iy, | S Oy Gl AR i, S e
degree in philosophy. Rumors followed Sargent

to New York City, so she wrote a letter-to-the- Dipercesent e o)

editor of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram laying Christian University, 1913, p. 37
out the facts and stating, "my patriotism is not o
C) Carl Venth, conductor of the 36t Division Band,
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Spel Ied paytrl otism. undated. Courtesy of the Fort Worth Library
Genealogy, Local History and Archives Unit, Historic

I Phot h Collecti
In contrast, German American composer, otograph Loflection

conductor, and violinist Carl Venth appears to
have navigated the troubled years of the Great
War unscathed. Like Sargent, Venth was a
German-born professor. He came to teach at
Fort Worth’s Texas Woman's College (now Texas
Wesleyan College) in 1914, and in March of 1918
Venth was appointed by the Commission on
Training Camp Activities to lead the Army’s 36t
Division Band.

MARGARETE L. SARGENT

Dreaden,  Principal of German  De-
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Ohio, 1887-93:; DProfessor  Modern
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MarcareTr L. SarcenT, C. V. P. C.

Professor of Modern Languages

Margaret Louise Sargent was born in' Rostock,
Mecklenburg, Germany. She was educated in Brei-
stedtsche Techterschule, Postock: Graduate Select
Selecta, Magdeburg: French Seminary, Riviera;
Saechsisches Lehrer Seminar, Dresden.

With thiz careful preparation, Mrs, Cargent joy-
ously and effectively performs her task as educator,
She was Principal of German Department in Public
Schools, Pomeroy, OChio, 1887-93; Professor Mod-
ern Lan-uages of Fort Worth University, 1905-'11;
Professor of German and French, Texas Christian
University, 1012,

Mrs. Sargent has traveled extensively in America,
and has been abroad a number of times, visiting
Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Austria, Germany, Hol-
land, Belgium, France, England, Scotland, Denmark,
Norway and Sweden,

She has taken parties abroad, the last one from
Fort Worth in 1910, Her lectures on Educational
Topics, delivered to clubs and colleges have been
highly instructive in character, B
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HELL’S HALF ACRE

The area once known as Hell’s Half Acre became notorious
for its saloons and prostitution in the 1870s and 1880s.

A continual problem for Fort Worth, it was also seen as a
solution. In 1915, former Texas State Comptroller W. P.
Lane stated that “there were 131 liquor dives in Fort Worth,
and that’s enough. If we are going to have them at all,

let’'s have them down on Main and Houston and Commerce
streets, where they will be under the constant surveillance
of the splendid police force of this city.”

Two years later, the area almost caused Fort Worth to lose Camp Bowie. Federal law
prohibited sales of intoxicating liquors to soldiers, or within five miles of a military
camp. On July 27, 1917, the Fort Worth Star-Telegram reported in a front-page story
that “Military police will begin to patrol Fort Worth streets for the first time.” The
military police were to have jurisdiction over soldiers only, and would “assist the police
in checking vices which may crop out and in making arrests in bootlegging cases.”
Saloons were prohibited from selling alcohol to men in uniform, and soldiers were
required to wear their uniforms.

A Slanderous Lie

]
Dr. A. J. Barton, superintendent of the Texas Antl-
Saloon League, fecently dellvered an address at Tex-
arkana, a report of which we find in the Dally Texark-

anlan. Dr. Barton s quoted as having used the follow-
Ing language: /

“In Fort Worth It requires large numbers of automo-
biles from the army camps to transport drunken soldiers
from the city jail where they have been locked up each
night on a-count of Intoxication. This is a disgrace to s|
civilized community, and to the nation, and should be
stopped at once.”

We have no means of knowing whether or not Dr. Bnr-’
ton made that statement. But it was published in a rep-l
utable newspape and we have seen no denlal of it from |
Dr. Barton. Whether Dr. Barton made it or not, and no

matter In what manner or from what source it originated

the statement is a lle and a slander. We know of nnl
milder language whick would adequately describe it, and ||
In defense of the fair name of Fort Worth, In defense of .
the local authorities charged with enforcing the laws, in !

defense of the officers of Camp Bowle and above all, Ini l - G[T M“NTH
drenso ¢ the boys who are to carry our standard into

France and face death in the cause of the nation, we brand ||

the statement for just what it {s, We agree with Dr. | HEH F“H EAI-[S

a few days ago,” he said, “there were |
181" liguor dives in Fort Worth, and
that's enough. If we are going to have
them at all, let's have them down on
Main and Houston and Commerce
streets, where they will be under the
constant surveillance of the splendid
police force of this city.”

i “When I left the comptroller's office |
{

A) Fort Worth Star-Telegram, October 26, 1917, p. 10
B) Fort Worth Star-Telegram, November 22, 1917, p. 1
C) Fort Worth Star-Telegram, September 9, 1917, p. 12
D) Fort Worth Star-Telegram, March 16, 1915, p. 2

E) Title: Liquor stores. Bar with liquor bottles
IT - Creator: Horydczak, Theodor. Undated.
Library of Congress

Barton that if such a state of affalrs existed It would
be a disgrace to this community, It is because the state-
ment secks to fix upon Fort Worth a dlsgrace which 1s
unmerited thgt we taike notice of it In this manner.

What are the facts? The records of the police depart-
ment and of Camp Bowie will show that the average
number of {ntoxicated soldlers per night for any glven

four. AND THERE ARE MORE THAN 24000 SOL-
DIERS STATIONED AT FORT WORTH. That means
that the average of drunkenness among the soldiers siil
not reach one in 6,000, We arc not boasting about that.
For even that low average means that so far the author-
ities have not been able to stamp out bootlegging alto-
gether, The authorities are vigilant, however, and are
making every effort to stop bootlegging. Closing the
snloons will not stop it, bi® on the contrary might easily
further embarrass the officers by increasing the occasion
of bootlegging. But aside from all that, the big, outstand-
ing fact §s that the drunkenness among the soldiers of
Fort Worth is so slight, comparatively speaking, as to
be almost negligible. WE VENTURE THE ASSERTION
THAT THERE IS NOT A DRY CITY, WITH AN ADULT
MALE POPULATION OF 24,000, IN THY LAND THAT
WILL SHOW SUCH A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF
DRUNKENNESS.

We are not concerned with Dr. Barton's campaign to
have .the national government close the saloons in Forl
Worth. But we are concerned with the reputation of
Fort Worth and the reputatlon of the men at Camp Bowie,
We cannot snit sllently by and permit slanders of this
character to be circulated throughout the state and sea
the slanderers go unrebuked. XNor do we believe that
honest prohibitionists in Fort Worth or elsewhere will
countenance a fancled furtherance of their cause through
slander. If the gatherirg which is to assemble here on
Nov. 1 is to ¥hse its demund for the closing of the saloons
in army camp cities on such statements as that attrib-
uted to Dr. Barton by the Téxarkanian, then it is doomed
to fall of its purpose, for the authorities at Washington
have access to the official records of cnmlnjuns here and
cannot be led astray by artificially manufactured puhlj&;

|
i
week since the camp was cstablished here will not tota

T0SOLDIER

] Eleven men wﬁn pleaded guilty be
fore Acting Judge W. F. dmith in Fed

eral court Thursday to selling liquo
ito soldlers were sentenced to thirty
'dayas in jall each. The Bentences were
dated to begin Oet. 24, so that th
gentence really gives them but on
more day to serve,

These light sentences wers glven
Judge Smith explained, because In eact

case the defendant had*spent from foun

to ten weeks in jall already, and be
cause all declared it was their firs
violation of this law.

“These sentences are light,” he de
clared, “because some of you seem t
‘have been ignorant of the law and he
cause you say this is your first of
fense, But this law must be enforce
and the officers of the United State
are going to enforce it

“Every man in uniform must and
t will be protected and if any of you arq
| brought back here on the sam. sen

i tence, I warn you, the penalty will b
very severe.

“We must have the full strength o
every man in the prosecutionsof thi
war and every citizen should see tha
this law Is not violated. The govern
ment considers this of greaf import
ance.” .

The maximum penalty for vielatio
of this law is not more than a year i

j the Federal penitentiary or a fine o©
not more than $1,000, or both.

Three others offered to enter plea
of guilty but they were refused b
Judge Smith because their statemen
of facts, if true, would not warran
conviction. They were passed fo ' tria

A similar charge against Georg
Spencer, negro, was dismissed becaus
he already has been drafted and nos
is in service.

Seventeen pleas of gulity were en
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CIVILIAN WHO THREW
- BEER TO SOLDIERS
* NABBED BY POLICE

Two soldlers in uniform and a civil-
lan were arrested Saturday night by
militdry police after they saw the civ-
ililan throw two bottles of beer to the
soldiers over a fence in the rear of a
saloon at Fourteenth and Main stretes,
| The soldiers admitted to police that
they gave the man money with which
to purchase the beer. They later were
released. The man is held for Fedéral
investigation.

Another soldier walked into a crowd-
ed saloon, reached over the heads of a
line of patrons three deep in front of
the bar, threw a nickel on the polished
surface and called for a glass of beer.
The bartender was about to serve the
drink when he noticed the soldier's hat.

“Stand back there and let me see
you,” said the bartender. The soldier
stood back, and when his uniform was
seen there was a general scramble for
exits by depdestrians, who feared ar-
rest for being in a saloon in the pres-
ence of a soldiers !

“Send a man down here right away,
there is a soldier drinking a bottle of
beer in a saloon,” exclaimed an excited
voice over the telephone at military po-
lice headquarters. Police responded to
the cal lon lower Main street and found
not one, but' several soldiers lined up
at the “bar” drinking *“beer”” But the
bar wag not a bar, and the beer was
not beer. It was non-intoxicating beer
being served in a place designed as a
saloén, bar and all, for the benefit g
soldiers. RN - :
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Women in Fort Worth made significant contributions
to the war effort. A local woman writing to the
editor of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram stated,
“Slackers and flappers of whatever order should

be branded.” Organization came easily to Fort
Worth's robust network of women'’s clubs, such as
the Daughters of the American Revolution and the
YWCA. Like women across the country, they sold
war bonds to fund the military and volunteered
with the Red Cross to provide hospital supplies.
Due to the Army’s selection of Fort Worth for the
location of Camp Bowie, local women provided
entertainment and social interaction for the soldiers
and hosted visiting family members.

Fort Worth women also helped feed a hungry T 3
nation and its soldiers. Women were encouraged ol |

to raise whatever crops they had space for. Classes YOU Can help
were held to train women on how to preserve food

by canning it, and how to eliminate wasted food AMERICAN RED CROSS_--.
due to improper preparation or storage. The Red

Cross held a class in dietetics to train MKitchen

chemists’ so that “every little calorie was right in

its proper place according to the law of science.”

Because wheat was vital to the war effort, women

were taught how to augment wheat flour with

alternatives such as cotton seed or peanut flours in

their household baking.

A) Mina Van Winkle, head of the Lecture Bureau of the US Food Administration, explains Victory
gardening and food processing to support the war effort. Date Created/Published: between
1917 and 1918. LOT 12358-16. Library of Congress

B) The fruits of victory / Leonebel Jacobs, F.M. Lupton, Publisher, Inc., c1918 POS - US .J33, no.
1. Library of Congress

C) You can help - American Red Cross Creator(s): Benda, Wladyslaw T. Date Created/Published:
1918. Library of Congress

B
‘Write for Free Book to

National War Garden Commission

| Washington, D.C.
it =v¥¥ Charles Lathrop Pack,President P.S.Ridsdale,Secretary

f;{, AEU :f.r'“,t ’?’Jﬂ

i A ¥
| 4 ,J" Al A il
WNLAA ’/ Ve fxxx{ 7 H.f A Couy~ AN

A ‘f'i.-" 'l_r'J~—_)__,..-'J'1.,..- |I_,-'-..}"€- )v'\r \-—F"'"Fy"”-'""" L OF - _.r'./'\-%\_/

~;‘?_,,-_£f dasrs QL. o4 tL dan QLN

: ;‘- ﬁ'!dm 'J %
MVl g A AL 3=Ct
2 d, Hua = }%ifﬁ’ Ut’ffj ’
MM%T WM/ 044&./ Y /u“fw

Ml GAL 4

S TROM COWBOY
10 DOUGHBOY

North Texas In WW1: Mobiliz:
i
. “THE( E.F AT '\’HH

Humanities Texas




